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South African Kokshaal Too Expedition 

First Ascents in south-eastern Kyrgyzstan 

Foreword by Ulrike Kiefer 

Nine climbers went for a full month to Kyrgyzstan, a land-locked country in the heart of 
Central Asia, hoping to bag a few first ascents. The Kokshaal-Too range straddles the 
south-eastern border with China. It had been a closed military region until the late 
1990's and still today permission for access has to be obtained from the military. Few 
western expeditions have ever visited this place. 

It turned out to be a stunning place: snow-capped peaks after peaks, glacier filled 
valleys, sheer rock faces, raging rivers and Ibex roaming the hills. Even better was the 
spirit of the team. No meal went by without some laughter and jokes – Donovan mostly 
being at the receiving end. The statistics of our climbing success are impressive, but 
what truly made the trip was the feeling of friendship and camaraderie. 
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We accomplished three world first ascents: 

Peak 5055, renamed by us Hidden Peak, climbed by Ulrike, Patrick, Dean and Robert 

Peak 4838, renamed Sigma Peak, climbed by Willem, Linda, Carl and Donovan 

Peak 5105, renamed Snow Dome, climbed by Willem, Linda, Carl and Donovan 

The following peaks were also climbed by the team, some being second ascents: Peak 
5156 (Obzhhorniy), Peak 4968, Peak 4850 (Metel), Peak 4578 and Peak 4656. 

Click here for the Expedition Report 
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