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Op action n
Kokshall Too

Uros Stanonik, belayed by
Anze Jerse, leads poor-quality
steep ice on the first ascent of
Mr Mojo Risin. Photo: Miha
Hauptman »

At the head of the Kyzyl Asker
Glacier stands Pik Panfilovski
Division, the new Slovenian route
climbing the sunlit mixed face
in profile. The summit nearer to
the camera on the left, Vernyi, is
home to several big wall climbs.
Photo: Miha Hauptman ¥

Last season there was plenty of action
in the Western Kokshaal-Too, a range
of largely granitic, often spectacular,
spiky alpine peaks that straddles the
Kyrgyzstan-China border well south of
the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek. One of the
first teams into the range comprised
Paul Knott (UK/NZ) and Vaughan
Snowdon (NZ), who made first ascents
of Pik 5,190m and Pik Palgov (5,602m),
as reported in an earlier Climber.

The second team involving British
climbers was organised by Emily Ward,
making her third trip in consecutive
years to the Western Kokshaal-Too.
Ward was the recipient of the 2015
Alison Chadwick Memorial Award for
women mountaineers, a long standing
grant administered by the Mount Everest
Foundation. Ward's expedition to the
glacier immediately east of the Palgov
was the third of her three “expeditions”

during the year, in different parts of
Kyrgyzstan, all made back-to-back.

Ward's four-member team hoped to
climb a new route on the rather awesome
north face of Pik Kosmos (5,940m) but
reconnaissance showed that there was
no safe line, the face strewn with large
and very active serac barriers. Kosmos
still awaits a second ascent; the first, a
direct line up the north face, climbed in
the 1980s during the Soviet competition
era. Instead they turned to the east face
of Pik 5,190m, unaware that this peak
had been climbed a little over a month
previously by Knott and Snowdon. With
Mike Abrahamsson and Harry McGhie,
Ward set off up the 700m-long snow
couloir leading to a mixed headwall,
which was split by several ice runnels.
Ward, moving more slowly, did not
manage to reach the ice before the sun
hit it, so waited while Abrahamsson and
McGhie climbed four good pitches of
Al3/3+ and M3 to reach snow-covered
ice slopes that led north to the highest
point, so completing the second route on
this recently climbed summit. As a
consolation Ward was later able to solo
a variation route on Pik Oleg (4,657m).

Alaskans and Slovenians were also
active further west. Ben Erdmann and
Sam Johnson hoped to try the most
coveted and by far the most attempted
line in the range, the 1,300m south-east
couloir of Kyzyl Asker (5,842m). Kyzyl
Asker is a border peak: the south-east
flank technically lies in China and involves
a long approach from the north (Kyrgyz)
side. Once established on the glacier
below the Chinese side of the peak,
the pair made the first ascent of the (ca
5,200m) Panfilovski Division Southeast
Top, via a 600m, 12-pitch, ice and mixed
route they named Flight of the Zephyr
(AlI4 R M7). They then battled with the
Kyzyl Asker couloir, encountering
dangerous melting, hazardous precipita-
tion, and difficulties of WI5 M6 before
bailing at an altitude of 5,500m. Only Ines
Papert, on one of her several attempts,
has reached higher on this fickle line.

A young but talented Slovenian team
also hoped to try the couloir, but were
put off on arrival in the area when they
heard a rumour (as did all other teams in
the Kokshaal-Too) that earlier in the P
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Top action in Kokshall ToOO (continuea)

season two Siberians, who had approached the
mountains from the north, had been caught on
the Chinese side of the border, spent a month in
jail, and then required the assistance of the
Russian Government to get home.

The Slovenians decided to focus their attentions
on the Kyrgyz side of the range, completing three
technical climbs, the most notable being a second
route on the northwest face of Pik Panfilovski
Division (ca 5,300m) by Miha Hauptman and Uros
Stanonik — White Walker (900m, AI5 Mé6), and
the first ascent of the west face of Pik Carnovsky
(4,860m) by Anze Jerze, Hauptman and Stanonik
- Mr Mojo Risin (500m, Al5+ M5 R X).

Much later it was learnt from reliable sources
that two Siberians had indeed opted to descend
into China (reasons unknown), but contrary to
rumour were then fed and helped by Chinese,
who delivered them back to the border well to the
west, where a main road crosses into Kyrgyzstan.
There were no problems with Chinese authorities.

These were impressive ascents, but the star
prize has to be claimed by the three-man Russian
team of Dmitry Golovchenko, Dmitry Grigoriev
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and Sergey Nilov, who made the first ascent of
Sedoy Strazh (5,481 m, the Grey Haired Guardian).
The peak has sometimes been referred to as
Byeliy East, Byeliy a much-sought after peak
before it was eventually climbed in 2011 by
Slovenians. Although Byeliy East had previous
been the main objective for several parties,

for various reasons none had made a serious
attempt, and it remained one of the most obvious
unclimbed summits in the range.

The easiest line to the top appears to be from
the south-west, but the Russians decided to
tackle the peak head on by the north-east pillar,
the steepest but perhaps also the safest aspect.
This is a strong team, with Golovchenko and
Nilov, the latter often the ‘rope gun’ recipients of
a Piolet d'Or in 2013 for their first ascent of the
north-east spur of Muztagh Tower.

The three Russians spent five days on the face
before reaching the summit, overcoming sustained
technical difficulties that they rated ED 6¢c W15 M5
and a minimal amount of A2. They went over the
top and descended the north-west flank into the
bottom of the broad seracked couloir separating
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Emily Ward on the approach to the mountains. Photo: Mike Abrahamsson

Sedoy Strazh from Byeliy. The 1,250m-high route
(but 1,885m of climbing) was named Ninth Wave

after the famous 1850 painting of the same name,
and was awarded the 2015 Russian Piolet d’'Or. M




